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Preface
This book is the product of a long-term research effort supported through the years by many individuals and organizations. In the late 1980s, Keith Griffin and Zhao Renwei brought together a team of Chinese and international researchers to organize the first in a series of nationwide household surveys that are now known as the China Household Income Project (CHIP) surveys. Their goal was to collect household survey data that would make possible meaningful empirical analysis of trends in incomes, inequality, and poverty in post-Mao China. In the mid-1990s, Zhao Renwei and Carl Riskin took the lead in organizing a second round of the survey, and in the early 2000s Björn Gustafsson, Li Shi, and Terry Sicular organized a third round. In the mid-2000s, the editors of this book, together with Meng Xin, organized a fourth round of the survey. The fourth CHIP survey took place in 2008 and gathered data for the year 2007. This round was carried out in conjunction with the Rural-Urban Migration in China and Indonesia (RUMiCI) project. As in earlier rounds, data collection was closely integrated with research analysis. This book contains analyses of incomes, inequality, and poverty based on the 2007 CHIP survey data; most chapters in this volume also use data from one or more of the earlier rounds.
We begin our acknowledgments by expressing gratitude to all those individuals who have contributed to and sustained this long-term body of work. Many of the contributors to this book have been trained and inspired by earlier generations of CHIP researchers, and many of the chapters in this book build upon the work of those researchers. We also thank the organizations that have provided ongoing support for the CHIP over the years. 
of Social Sciences of China, the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada, and AusAid. Additional funds were provided by the University of Western Ontario, Beijing Normal University, Hitotsubashi University, the Ontario Research Foundation, and the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science. We thank these organizations for their generous support.
Data collection and survey work were carried out by the NBS Urban and Rural Household Survey Teams. The NBS also provided helpful advice regarding sampling and survey design. We are grateful to all those at the NBS who contributed to the CHIP, and we extend particular thanks to Chen Xiaolong, Sheng Laiyun, Wang Qi, Wei Guixiang, and Yang Junxiong for their efforts.
From the initial design of the 2007 CHIP survey through to the completion of this book, we received helpful advice, ideas, and feedback from many individuals, including Cai Fang, Kathleen Hartford, Lai Desheng, Liu Zeyun, Meng Xin, Scott Parris, Scott Rozelle, Sun Zhijun, Wang Dewen, Wang Meiyan, Wang Sangui, Andrew Watson, Wei Zhong, Xing Chunbing, Yin Heng, Zhao Renwei, Zhao Yaohui, and Zhao Zhong. Meng Xin and her team at the Australian National University made great efforts in conducting the migrant household survey as a part of the Rural-Urban Migration in China (RUMiC) survey project. Deng Quheng, Ding Ning, Ding Sai, Huang Mian, Liu Hongbo, Luo Chuliang, Mao Lei, Mu Cuixia, Song Jin, Xiong Liang, Yang Sui, and Zhou Jin spent an enormous amount of time cleaning the data. We thank these individuals, as well as the anonymous referee, for their contributions.
One chapter of this book was published previously in a somewhat different form. Chapter 9, "Do Employees in the Public Sector Still Enjoy Earnings Advantages?" by Yang Juan, Sylvie Démurger, and Li Shi, is a revised version of "Earnings Differentials between the Public and Private Sectors in China: Exploring Changes for Urban Local Residents in the 2000s," China Economic Review, 23 (1), 138-153, Copyright C 2012 by Elsevier. This chapter is reprinted with permission to be reproduced in a modified form.
We owe special thanks to Nancy Hearst, who carefully read and edited the chapters, put them in publishable form, and kept track of the many revisions and copyediting during the publication process. We also thank Leslie Kostal for assistance with Web-based aspects of the project. As always, we are indebted to the many households that took part in the CHIP survey. Without their cooperation, this project would not have been possible. 
